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CHAPTER 1

WHAT 15
DEMOCRACY?

WHY
DEMOC RACW

OVERVIEW

What tsdemberacy? What are ls features? This chapter bnitlds on a simple
definttion of democracy. Siep by stop, we work oul the meaning of the
torms involved i thts definttion. The atm here is to nnderstand clearty the
bare mintmum fgiufEes of a democratle fom of povernment. Aller going
through this cliapler we shiould be abie (o distingnish a democratie orm
af gntmnil'nt from & non-democratie giwermmment. Towards the end aof
(s chaptor. we step beyond Uits mintmal objecttve and introduce 3 brogder
idea of degocracy,

LDemecracy Is the most prevalent form of governmend in the workd (oday
and"iLts expandig 1o more countries. But why 15 1L s0? Whal ‘makes 11
betler than olher [onms of governmienl? That Is the second blg queston
et wee lake up o this chapler.



1.1 WHAT 15 Democracy?

Yon hiave already read] abont different
forms of govertument On the basisof
your uniderstanding of demooracy
so (ar. mentloniing a ©w examphes
wrile toswm sorme cormmon fealures ol
= Democratle govermmenls

« Nun-tdemperalle governments

Why define democracy?

Defore we proceed furtlier; lel us
first take note of an objection by
Merry, She does not ke this way
of delining democracy and winls
to ask some basie questions.
Her teacher Malllda Lyngdoh
respionds (o her quesilons, as other
classmales join he discrission:
Wiariy Ma'am | ¢ Vs this e First we spsid
lime discitssiy) demoCraly and then we want
to fird out the meating of demiocracy. | mean
lagicaly shoolan T we neve anproached R the
atteer why rame? Shouldn 2 meaning have
some first anc then the 2aample?
Lynudeh Madarr. | c3h sge your poind Butthal |5
rot How We fesson In svarvday life We lse
Warde ka-pen, r3n arave Dowewaiio have,

But we dont knaw [ this 55 e cesl way of
defiming urigss we think:about f surseives-\e
st it aczept somamng just becalsz A s
famines, Just Decalss sveryons accesis it

“Yolarda Nis'am = siopest someting? Ve de
neec 1o ko for rvy efingion | reas somedhale
thiat e wart democracy comes from 2 Gresk
wore Temoleatia’ In Graek ‘gemes’ means
people a0 WEliE masns e 38 oMty
niis by the paeple This {5 1N conect meaning
Whesls the s o cabated

Lyngdoh Madam' Thal iz 2152 8 very teiiul way
OF thenkang a0aid this maftar | wauld |ust say
et thes di0es ot shieys wotk. A wora dessnat
rEmain (2o 10 #s oo Just tink of computens.
Orianaly sy e uzes o computing. 1t isto
say caltulating. very difficult matharnabical sims
Thas Wale Very Dowss Tul caiculatons: erm'&
days vary fzw pecnls pse compters for o
mmm@l‘-ﬁﬁmﬁ i dasimi
Estening 1o mushs Ing Erwaizning fims
femals the £8me it nmamﬁﬂﬂﬂ‘hﬁl‘hgu
mm%mmms Rl ﬁlﬁ;@hm Yook

Hawad

mm' 20 bisicaly \'ll'gaﬂwﬁe =

{ Tz stwm,tr- ot fMinkeng about
\he migttsr mﬁehﬁiﬁﬁﬂnmm@

L M‘mg &Mr’i’l‘.‘ﬁ 2 defindion.

= definmon of these worgs tefore we yse

Sarme tix think o 4, duuﬂhaaﬂpada'lgn% 'fi:lHﬂMHmap hﬂﬂmangm Latus getan
:iﬁﬁewnr*'ﬂlmmypymu-gmm w:thr:nw ./
weumderstany its meaniny.
Mmmwmmmﬁme g
Lyngidoh Madam s ned 2 S=fiad Y wnen -AGTl‘“lTY

?-MM&MlnﬁEﬁﬁfam
wmauﬁlmdmmﬂymwmmh
distinauish iFfrom, 22y tresle t doiebiest The
sames rug for democracy We nesd 3 Dlear
defninon only bacansa peape Erent
pUTpESes. Decause vary different S
sty el thameatves ooy

Riiang, 2t why 0o We Read i work on 2 definl-
tioh? The other dayYobialttes Abratiam
“Lincoin to us; nnanwc:,ﬂs gavemmant of
The peapl, oy {0 peeple 2nd for fhe peapie’
We in Meghakz, ys s ooesEives. Tt
55 aczeted gy H‘!&'anz Why 42 we nees 4o
chings that?

Lyngdoh Madam: | 2m not saying we neso (o
changed |teofind ths cefinian very Desuiul

Pﬁem Lyngdoh Magzm serossly and by 1o
Wit cown the exatt definficn of some of fie
SImpie wards ihkal we usa-al ihe bme; pen, [@in
snaiove ot eEie M’imﬂﬂrﬁm;
g that cetirmuishes € learly fram e penct. 2
BNEh, 3 chalk or cravalt

» WhathaveyouBambinim ihis siampe?

» \Whal oss it 282ch s aboul understanding e

meaning 9 Jemosracy?

A simpie definition

Let us get bavk Lo our discitssion on
stmilarities and diferenecs amofig
governments that are ealled
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cdemorracies. One stmple {factor

common o all domperactes 1s: the
gwemnmient 15 chosen by the people.
We could thus start with a stmple
definlllon: demoeracy Is & form of
government in which the rulers are
elected by the people.

This Is 4 uselul starting potnl, This
definition allows us (o separate
democracy from fnns ol grverunent
thal are clearly nol demociatic. The

rilers of Myammar were nol
clectod by the pmph:- Those whi
happened o b in contrd of e anmy
became (he ralers of Lhe coumntry.
Peapie had no say i this dectston.
Dictziors ke Moocliol [(CIdle) e ol
elected by the people. This aiso
applies (o mopamhies. The kings of
Sauct Arablis mile nol becanse the
peopile have chisen them o do so bul

Leeause they hugeeen (o be bom mito
the royal

This simplr definition s not
adequate. It reminds us Chat
demoemcy 15 people’s fitle, Pul I we
use Uits definttion n an aothilkdng
manner, wie wonld end up cailing
almost every govermimeryt that holds
an election a democracy. That would
be very misleading. As we shall iyl
oul 1 Chaplef 3. every govermmient
i contemporary world wanis lo be
called] a . even 14t 18 o
sa, Thatt 1s wh? we rl-Et'ti o carmfully
distingmish between: 2 gmrc-rnumnt
thist 15 & democracy omne Lt
protends to be one. We capitdo so by
understanding each word m (his

definition carelully amd speliing oul
the features of g flm‘nnnrallr
gtmmml-m " '“‘-L
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1.2 FEATURES OF DEMOCRACY

We have slaried with a stmple

defintiton that demoeracy Is & form

of government in which the rulers
are elected by the people. This
raises many questions:

» Who are the rulers in Lhils
definttion? Which offictals must
e elecled for aoy govermanent Lo
be called a democracy? Which
decisions may e laken by non-
clected nllictals In a democracy”

= Whiat kind of election constliiles
a democrallc election? Whal
conditions must be fulfilled for an
election (o be considered
democratic?

» Who ire the people who can elect
the mlers or get elected as nalers?
Should thits mehede every oiizen
an equal basis? Can a denwwracy
dony same clltons s gl

« Finally, whal kind of a form of
government = democracy? Can
elecied rulers do whatever they

warnl I a demoeracy? Or aust a

demoeratlc govermmmen! funcifon

wilh some ltmiis? Is I necessary

for a democracy lo Tespec] some

nghis of the citzens?

Lel us vconstider ench of these
gquesitons with the help of some
examples,

Mzjor dacisicns by elaciad
iIa0ers
In Pakistan, General Pervez

Musharmal Ted & milllsry coup in
Oclober 19949, He overthrew a
democratically elected sovernmen!
and declared limsell Lhe ‘Chief
Exeeutive’ of the eountry, Later he

chanped His destgnaltion o President

and in 2002 held a referendum
the conniry that granted him a lve-
year extensions Pakistani medfa,
human galils organtsatiogs and
demagracy solivists said b the
refetendum was | Basell  on
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malpraciices and fand. In Augist
20052 he 1ssuedl & “Legal Framework
Order’ that amended the
Constitution of Pakistan. Acconiimg
to this Order, (he President van
ihismiss the mlona) s ]lmi"lm fad
assemblles, The wﬂk of the civillan
cabined 15 f.uperv‘::uﬂ Liy'a Naljonal
Securily  Ogtnol  whicheus
domineaied by millllary ofocss. Afler
passing-tlils Law. cléctions weio
hetd 1o the vational and provineial
assembhles. So Pakistan has had
clections, elecied representatives
have some powers. B3ul the Nnal
power Tested withymilitary offteers
aul General HIE::IL-!.‘.IT?!J himiselr.

[ lulr.l!." Ihl,ﬂ: ATe Mamy TeAsITS
why Pakistan under General
]'s‘.[unhun“li should not be called a
dtﬂnu-l rAcy. Bul Il us focis on one

AR, Cartwe say thal (e rlers

arg elected by the peaple 1n

JPakistan? Not quite. People may

have elected their representatives to
the natiomal and proviecial
assemblies but those eletled
represeilatives were not really the

Witar 15 Domocracy™ Wiy Draou
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milers. They cannol lake the linal
dectslons. The power lo ake linal
dedision rested with army ofllcials
and willi Genersdl Mushiserad, and
note of them wore elected by Uhe
peaple. This lappens In many
dictatorships and monarchies. They
formally have an elecied paritament
antd governmen! but Lhe real power
15 with those who ame not electid.
In a few countries, the Teal power
was with some extermal powers amul
nol  wilth  locally  elecied
representalives. This cannol be
callid people’s rle.

This glves us the first feafure. Ina
democracy the final decision-
making power must rest with those
elected by the people.

B e
l:;:":l

raa ap i :”
ampetit]o

in L‘ir]tmi* elertions are requilarly
!wj.d‘ ilpr every v years lor
lrlflc'une the country’s parllament.
called (uangno Renmim Dallianc
Bahut (Nalonal People’s Congress),

21eq

“Thie Nallorial People's Congriss has

tlie power 1o appolnt the Prestdent
ol e cotitry. 1L has fesrly 3,000
members elected from all over
“hina. Some members are eleciod
by the army. Defore contesiing
clections, a candidate needs the
approval of the Chinese Commurist
Party. Only those who are members
of the Chinese Communtst Party or
eighl smaller parties alled Lo 1 were
allowed 1o contest clecilons licld in
2002-03. The governmirnl 1s always
formied by the Communtst Party.
Stnee iis mdependence i 1930,
Mexico hiolds elecilons ailer every
six years (o clect 1is Prestdent. The
country has mever been under a
miltitary or dictators role. Bt unl
2000 every clection was won by a



parly called PRI [Institutlonal
Revolullonary Purtyl. Opposition
pariles did contesl elections, b

mever managed o win, The PRI was
known to use many dinty tricks o

win olections. Al those who wore

employed (i governmen! olfices =

had o altend 11s parly meclings
Teachers of govermmeril schools
used to firee parents Lo vole for the
PRI, Media largely 1gnored the
activities ol apposition political
partles excepl 1o oriticise (hem.
Somelimes e pollig boolhs were
shiftid from one place Lo another-tn
the last minute, which made 11
diffirmalt for people lo cast thelr votes.
The PRI spent a larpe sum of moncy
I the campatgn for its candidates.

Should we consider the elections

deseribed above as examples of

peopie electing Hwlr mlers? Reading
these cxamples we gel a sense Lhat
we cannol. There ane many poblems
liere. In Clitha the vlections do not
oller the people any serious cliolee.
They haveto choose the miling party

and the candidates approved by 11
Can we call this 3 chotce? In the
Mexican example, people seomicd 1o,

really have @ cholee bul in procthes
they had no ehiotee, There was no
way the muling party cadd be
defeated, even IF peaple were agains
I These are not f@ir elections

Wie can Lius add s seeatd lealbe

vevonr understanding of democracy.
Holding electicms of any kind'is not
sufficient. The elections must offer
a real cholee between poditical
altermatives. And 8 should be
passible for peapleto: use this cholee
to remove the exisiing Tulers, 1f they
wish s0. So, a'democtracy must be
based on a freg and fair elaction
where Lhose currently In power
have s fair chancé of loslng We
shall Nind out more about a
democratic election tn Chapter 3.

‘Htu"

tariiér, we resed aboud hnw.llw ﬁ:rul.a.f,h-
for-demogfacy was Hukell 1o (he
demand’ W untversdladii franchise.
This principle has mow come (o be
a.nﬂrrnd almost Al gver the workd, Yel
'there are miny instances of denta) of
pqual rihl toyate.
= Ul 2045, i Saudt Arabila women
did nol ave the right io volo.
= kstonta has made its clttzenship
rles In such a way that peaple
hf'luu;-;lug o Russlan minorly
fnid 1 dimMealt to pet the dglit to
vl
= ln Fiji. the electoral system is
such that the vole of an
mdigenosus Fijt has more value
than thal of an dinn-Fjian,
Democracy s based on &
fundamenial principle of political
equality. That gives us the third
feature of democracy; in a
democracy, each adult citlzen must
have one vote and each vote must
have one velue. We shall read more
aboul i in Chapter 3.
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Zimbabwe attained indepandence
from White minority,mile 1o JH80,
Simer then the copntry Bas been
muledd by ZANU-PE, the party thal led
the freedom stniggle. Hs leader,
Robert Mugabm, rited the cotinity
since mndepomdenee. Elections wom
hild reguliaxly and always wor Ly
ZANIERF. Dresident Mugabe was
popularintalso used anfidr practices
in eclections. Qveriithe years his
moverrmnend changed (he consiitution
seviral times (0 ncrrase the powors
of the Iresfdent and make om less
Hnulm[:-ihlﬂ. Oppositlon - party
workers werne hamussed and Lhelr
medting dismupled. Public prolests
and ‘demonsirations peainst the

Noretek abeea SovErtmen| were declaved legal
Frpbabae? | raacth, THErewas 8 law that mited the rghit
sl moaete a0 oriticise Lhe President. Teloviston
ety pats of ¥ and radio were controlled by ' the
swn cauntry Wiy govermment and gave only the
= sdaomt ML Ery’s versdon. There were
nat? mdependent pewspapers but the

Witar 15 Dowoonscy? Wi Deancaacy?
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governmmoenl Jharassed Lhose
journalists who went agamst it The
govermmen! 1gnored some cour
Judgments that went ggaimst 1 and
pressurised judges. He was foroed
witof offle In 2017,

The eample of Zmbabwe shows
that popular approval of the rulers s
neressary i a democracy, but it is
nol suifficlenl. Popanbr povermonenis
carn e umdemocratic. Topular eaders
catnt Deattoeratic. [Dwe wish (o dssess
a democracy, § s imporiani (o look
al the elections: But 11 s equally
himporiant (o leok before and aller the
cloctlons. There should be sufficient
rem for nomial politeal activily.
nchsding, political opposiiion,  the
periid Liefare elections. This negquiies
that the stale shonld respect some
biaslie righis ol the Aitien. Ty shonid
bie:free 1o Lthink. 1o have opinlons, to
express these in public, fo form
assoclations, o pmtest and dake nlher
polittcat actions. Everyone stionld be
et i the eyes of kw, These nights
miist be prodected by an independent

7



Juchictary whose orlers amne obeyed by
everyone. We shall ad more about
these nghits m Chapler 5.

Stmillarly. there are some cotudillons
thal apply to the way a povermmgeni
18 run alter the eclections. A
democratic governmenl cammol do
whalever It Hkes, simply bocanse 1
has won an clertion |t has (o respect
some basic niles. (o particaldar i has
oy respoct some guaranties (o U
minoritles. Every major decision has
ta go throungh 2 series of
consiliations. Every elllce bearer as
certain rghis and respousibilliés
asshomd by e constitaton mul the
lw. Eaich ol these 15 aeronntable not
only to the people but also o other
Independent offictals. We shall read
mare-abonl this'n Ohapier 4.

Hoth these aspects give 1s the fumih
and Mmal feathre of democTaey:
a democratie government rules
within limits sel by constitutional
law and cltizens’ rights.

. ] _— 5
summany,  gefimiion

Let us'sum up the dischssiin so fr.
We started with 2 shople deftiition
thul democracy is a form of

government in which the milers are.
elected by the people. We foumnd thal

this definitton was nol adequate

umtlesss wie explatned some of e Koy

wartls used In it Through a serles of

exmnpies we worked out lour fealures

of. dbmoctacy as a form of

povernment Accordingly, democtacy

Is a form of govertunent m widch:

= Hitders elected by the people 1ake
all i major dectslons:

= Eletctinns offtt & cholce and (air
apportunity lo the people Lo
clnge the curmend milers;

= This cholece amd opporiunily s
avallable to all the people on an
equal basis: and

s The oxeroise of s choler lesds
o & government Imiled by basic
rles of e constitution and
cllizeng rights,
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Rizad Ihesa five examples of working or denial of demooracy. Match each of theze wilh the refevant
teature of demoorany discussed shave.

K of Bhstan nas Ssciaied M n futdrshe will e e o fow
Eﬁﬂﬁh"ﬂﬂaﬂwmwmhmwmm e |
nat given 2 ight to vots i Sn Lends L

The hing ifiposec 3 ban o polb el Etherinos, One I:]'m# vl

samenatratane 2 rallks one volue ﬁ‘lﬂdm;

The incian Siprema Sourt netd that iie Smspiion of G
Sinarassamby was unconstiuionsl 'Mnu_;
Folfical parties in Bangiacesh have anread That & neoal mmﬂ
govermrazsit shodld s the country 3t e time of siections elected leadars -—
1.3 WHY DEMOCRACY? >

An argument broks out i Madam 4205 Whatse ”Fﬂﬂﬁiﬁm ¢ difference?
tymgiol's class, She had Nushel]  TRezonlis thakifis g B the best folri of
teaching the previous section o JovEmmsal Depottgzy is all shot chscs. it
whial 1s demicracy anil aslked the *  stabitycsrmghiassad ypocnsy Pollicans
siudents if (hey thought defigesity  TORamepgwamsaves Wio cass orna 0odr-
was Llie best forin of governmunl. Ui T
Everyone had somelingilo say. Pmum‘\‘.iu’ Wil sfould we hizwe frsiec? Go
' / I:a:it-:n iz British rule? Invite soms Wnos o
ek . : ., Risbiis cantry?
‘:E ah:].q m_ﬂ"-l-%&: A ﬁﬂ 't kriow | Hhink whattheg cotmtry noods
CEemMOTIa G %
b o B Esbong idder soimacnz WA 3925 not kave
wmm;nueqnamm:cmm.um 10 bother-aboit Seclions and psiliament One
ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂwwﬂmﬂmﬂm Congmesmat  aadr should have all e powes: He shauld
gamogratc sadersEhAcoMnd deame-  beable to do whatever fz nesced in country's
s.rmr* MHWW&M%WB mes  inserest Thatslons can remove CoMmUpDon End
shaout omncTasy, b uﬁmm paverty from this coumtry
':E'H'I:bﬁnﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ‘rﬂﬂ Someene shouled That is calied cictatorsnipl
Tangkin: 514 LynoEn MESMnad s wE ol g Wizt ifihat esen s using ali these pow-
notaccept sfnaing lusthecausefistamons, s for himsa 2 his Ezminy? Whet 7 re i
just bagate gymvons alss sccais It entll  conupthimsst?
possible Waleveryorg 15 Yallowing 3 Wiot]  Rase:tam 3pasking ondy of the honest, sincare
Bah? and-stond lezdar
42 Yes) | eciually 128 wrong pain, Wit has  Hoi Butthatis not tair Yo fire Compang 3 real
MI‘HL‘]‘ brought to our coundry™ Seven democracy with an igesl gictatarshio
«08a0es Of damocTacy ana thare s 5o much  We should compare:an mesl with an ieat. fre
penver ty I the comiry TEa| Wit tha real. 5o ano cheokthe record of

<zzs! That souncs  FibiEng But wha nss democreey gottomowitn olctators mmad i They ar=mast comugt, self-

e a democratic
clz=gmom
o=l 3

i Cowshave piverty Decatse weafe deme- S ang Dnutal s st that we con t et o know
UEIC ¥ do We have povarty despife Baing 3 shoutthis, And wivet s WOrsE, you Sant eve
demacracy? et rid gl them

Witar 15 Dmmocuacy? Wiy Desocascy? 9



Madam Lyngdoh was lslenmeg 1o
this discussion with inlerest. Now
she stepped 1 “| was delighted 1o
sov youi all argiing so passionately
I don't know whio s right amd who
is wrong. Thal is for you o setile.
Bul | did feel thal vou all wanled {o
speak your mind. You may have left
vory bud I someone tried o slopyou
or If someone putitshed you for
saying what yvou fell. Would you be
able to do that n a country that 1s
not democratic? 1s thal a good
apument lor democracy?

ATGUM nis adainst :E"'-::'Ei‘]r

This mimlﬂalnm has mast of the

argpuments that we routinely hear

apainsl demodracy. Lot us go over

some ol these anpguments:

« Leadirs keep changing fnoa
democroy. This leads (o instability.

= Demoeracy s all aboul political
campetition and power play. There
Is Tio stope for moraliny,

= 50 many people have (o be
coistlled I A demotracy thatl it
leads o delays.

« Flocted leaders do nol know ihe

Best interest of the peaple. i leads

Lo bad decisions.

« Democracy leads (o corpiption for

It 18 based an electoral competiiion.
= Dridinary people dont know whast

is good for them: they should nol

dicide anyihing.

Are there some ollier argumgenis
against democracy thal yoll ¢an
think of? Which of these agguments
applles matnly o democracy? Wiich
of these can apply o misise of any
form of government2. Which of these
do you agree wilh?

’learly. demgoraty is nol @
magical solation for all the
problems. it has not ended poverty

i our conntry and tn olher pans of

the world., Democracy as & form of
governmenl only ensures Lhal

10

people lake (helr own decisions.
This does oot guamniee that thor
dectsiras will be good. Prople can
make misiakes. Involving the people
in these decistons does fead
io delays In declslon making. I
is also tmue thal democracy leads
lo frequent changes o leadership.
Somellmes (his cian sel back
big decisipns and affect Lhe
povertinenl's elllclency.

These arsuments show Lhat
democracy of the kind we see may
not-be the ideal form of governmend.
But thal s nol & goesiion we Boe 10
real lie. The real question we [aoe
ts different: 1s democracy bedter than
olher forms of povernmment thal are
there far us i chdose from?

Arguments fgr demacracy

China’s b of 1958- 1061 was

the worst regorde] faminean world
history, Nearlydhiree crpme people
died m this: famine, During those
dijys. Inila's cconomic eonidition
was ol much better thanChina. Ye
fudia did nol have, s fdmine of e

ki China had, Egonomists Hiink
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Wt woud & i

happeed [ ingflEy,
WL T rﬂ_:;
democrary?
.r'._rr = EIVE
wtayed fogathar as

3 singls naban?

that this'was a resull of differont
governmenl policles in the (wo
conniries. The existence ol
democracy in India made the
Inillan governmenit respond (o fod
seareity Inoa way that the Chinese
povirnment did nol. They potol out
that np large-scake famine has ever
taken place nan independend and
democratc counlry. If Clilna loo Tad
mullipdariy elections. an opposiilon
party and a press [ree lo oriticise Lhe
government, then so many people
may not have died n the Emine.
Thes example brings ol one of the
reasanes why democracy is constiersd
the best form of government.
Democrary Is better Hian any other
ferm of goverrument n resparding (o
the needs of the people. A non-
dimoctatie goverrmment may dnd ca
respond o the s needs. badtu

all depends on the wishes of tho

peaple who mule. If the rulers donid
wanl to, they don't vy toact
sevording (o the wishis dfihie peaple.
A dembericy requires that ilﬂ* rilers
have to allend
people. A democratic government is
& betier go
more accountable Io!'tl:l of

Therd, 1s another maﬁun why
democracy should featd to better
dectsions thanany sop=democratic
EVETTITT Dr!ﬁtltqﬁ"]' ts basoid om
consultatton and’ discussion. A
democratie t'iﬂ!jslﬂn always Involves
many ;rorwuﬁ discussions amd
meetines Yhien 3 mumber of people
pit’ thetr heads (ogether, they ane
_ablelo polfit oul possible nustikes
i any decision. This lakes tme. Bul
there Is @ big advantage i laking
“tme over important decistons, This
reduces the chances of rash or
irresponsibie decisions. Thus
democracy lmproves the guality
of decislon-making.

Witar 15 Dimocaacy™ Wiy Draociacy?

che m;.‘dﬁ of the™demociacy, o one IS & permane
vrﬂ:m“ﬂi‘heomalﬂi'u b

This 1= related to the third
argumeni. Democracy provides a
method to deal with differences
and conflicts. In any soclety people
e bound (o have dilferences of
optnfons. and nteresis, These
differences are particulariy sharp in
a country like ours which has an
amazing soclal diversity. Peopie
belong (0 different reglons, speak
differenl languages. pracllse
different religions arud have different
casies. They look al the world very
differently and have different
profierences. The preforences of one
mronp can clash with thmhpl pthier
gronps. How do we © such a
eoliel’? The conficd can bersolved
by brutal power, Wﬁh’h&!l: FTONp
ts more powdrr] will dictale 1s
terins and olhersiwill Tiave Lo aceepl
that. Bul l.!m'l-.I would Tead (o
reseniiment and unhappiness.
Different sroups may not be ahle o
lve 1@@0}‘1::5‘ for Jomg in such a way.,
].Jt'm{ﬂm!cy providies the only
peaceful solution Lo this probien. In
'"l
winner: No o E.d]wmmuml. loser,

JIMiferent groups can live with one

atiother peacefully, 1 2 diverse
country ltke India. democracy keeps
oy cotntry logoether.

Thise three arguments were abot
the effects of demorracy on the
mmuality of govermmient amd soota .
But the stronges! argumeni for
democracy 1s not aboul what
diemoctacy does to the government.
it 15 nhout what democracy does (o
e cltizens, Even (L democracy does
nol bring abousl betler declsions and
necouiiiable govermnent. 10 s sull
hetter than other forms of
OV hamnmujr enhances
the dignity of cltizens. As we
discussed above, democracy 1%
ba=ed on the principle of political
eeality, on recogising that the

1



poorest and the least educated has
the same status as the tich and the
edircated. People are niol subjects of
a tuler, they are the rulers
themselves. Even when they make
mistakes, they are responsibie for
thelr conduct.

Flonally, democrscy Is better than
other forms of government hecsuse
it allows us$ to correct its own
mistakes. /s wr saw dbove, there 1s
1o puaratitee el mistakes cannol
be marde i democracy, No form of
govermment can uarantee that. The
advaniage in a democtacy is that
such mistakes canmol be hidden (o
long. There 1s a space for pulilc
iisoussion on Lhese misiakes, Amd
there 1s i room for cotrection. Elther

TSy STOLE OUR MOKEY. m@.mmﬂmm

Fiajest and Muzsiar sea8 an
gemooracy. Warsme

thie rulers have Lo change thoir
dectsions, or the rulers can be
changed. This cannol happen n a
non-democmiic government

Lel us sum I up. Democracy
cammol get us everyihing amnd bs niod
the sejutien 1o all problems. Dot 1
15 clearly bettor than any other
alternatve thal we know, It offers
better chances of a good deciston,
It 15 Ikely to respect people’s own
wishes arid allows different kands of
people to ltve fogether, Evenn when
il fatls o do some of these things, 1
dliows & way ol cormecling s
nustakes and ollers more dignity Lo
all eittzens. Thal s why demicracy
is constdered the best form of

EOVETTIIeL,

SEOING T
TWHAT CANATHING DO BEST. ﬁmﬁmﬁnu

: It snowed that o datsot=oy e BVE goos o War win anaihar
when ans of fhe two gevernmants s son-oemotratic: The artcs sa

tat this was 3 grestment of samocracy Alter reanng the 23say, Raesh and Muzattar kao oifferent
reacfions. Bajesh sadWhat nis was ot 25000 argumiant for demasracy It was just amatiar of chance.
I 5 pesssoie that o fulls GamatTates may have wars. Muraffar sa0 thaf £ could (ot 62 3 matter of
chance DamocTenes t2ke cacions i sueh s wiey thet itreguces the ciances of war Wihioh of Iie two

posifians du you agree wilh and why?
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mstresanen 1.4 BROADER MEANINGS OF DEMOCRACY
biis BB | e
st on e Imthis chapier we have considered  through (hetr electod mpresentatives,
liditions 2 e the meaning of democracy Ina  This become pecessary becansa:
i e o limited and deseripiive sense. We  » Modem democracies valve such
wsnandiie By have understood democracy as & a large number of peaple that 1t ts
it s e (e A Of government. This way of  physically imypssibie for them (o

o defining democracy helps us lo sil together and take 3 oollective

Al T S T e
WHIE 00 yOU IBCOES

i ITiamy oo idenitiy a clear sel ol minimai dectsion,
reanle e e vy e fealUres Lhat a democracy must  « Even i they could. the citizen does
e e e Dave. The most commuon form (hat ool have the Ume; (e desire or the
il e dimocracy lakes in aur Umes is tht skills Lo take part In all Lhe

—

of & representative democracy. Yon deristons.

have afready read abowut this in the  This gives us a clear byl mintmal
previous classes. In the countneswe  understanding of democracy. This
call democracy, all the people donot  clarity helps us 1o distinguish
mile. A majortty 15 allowed (o take  democrmcies rom nop-danxcnmcies.
decisions on behall of all the people. Bul 1l does nol allowous o
Even Lhe majority does not rule  dislinguish between o democracy
dirceily. The majority of people rule  atid o good demdftacy” 1t dioes tiol
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allow us 1o see Lhe operation of

drmocracy beyond government. For

this we need (o lumm to broader
meanings of democrany,

Somelimes we use democracy for
organtsations other than (he
sovermment. Just read these
slalrmenis;

s "We e a pery domperalie fu:ml.u'.y
Whisiever a deetsion his to bo takm,
wer all ‘=it dotrn and arrive al a
consiTeitis. My optiton maflers s meh
s g fathers:"

= [ con’t like feachers who do nal atiow
sturdenits to spoak and axk questions m
the class. | woild ke o have teachers
wth democratle fempermmenil.”

» “One donxeler and his family members
el e cverypthatng e this pertyy. Fions oon
thay talke of demoemey™
These ways of usinig the word

democracy go back lo s basic

sense of a method of 1aking
decistons. A democratic decision
involves consultation with and
vonsenit of all those who are affected
by that decision. Those who are not
powerful have (he same say n,

taking the decision as those who are upmﬁ!r- s elea In.ir'r

powerful. This can apply o'y

governmesil or 4 familly or amy other's Chapter 8.
smull. ilfere can be other ways of

orgatsation. Thus demooragy is
also a principle that i:anlb'c ap;}lleﬂ
to any sphere of life.

Somelimes wr use Hm wond -
democracy not 1o discribe amy”
vxisting government bl (o sl III.'I
an tdeal standard  (hal
democractes sl atm m-uﬁ*mnr
* “True democrucy will com, e this

Lo wm,mth;mruﬂrm ey
o beef” L
s "Ina dernoeracy t:l.lﬁ't”'ttﬂ:ﬂl sl Be
able to play Squabmic i dertsion
mukﬂTg_!mrffl.ﬂﬁIMTruﬂijtﬂun
equal right to nole. Every cilizon riceds
to have equal tnformatton. basic
extuorminet, equetd resources and o dof of
cormritrenl.”

14

If we Lake these wleals sertously.
then no conrdry in the world s &
democracy. Yetan umderstanding ol
democrary as an ideal reminds us
of why we vialue demoerscy. I
enables us Lo Judge an existing
democracy and ldentlly s
weaknesses, 11 helps us Lo
distinguish between n minimal
democracy and a od democracy.

n s book we do not deal much
with this expanded notlon of
democracy, Our fpous here 1s'with

s core instiutions] fealbures ol

demoeracy as i form of govermmend.
Next yvear vou will read more about
4 democralic soclely and ways of
evalualing our democracy. AL this
stage we |Just need to note lluil
democracy can #pply Lo uum;
splieres of I dmd thal

catl tako 'Ihemrﬂm
VATIOUS WHYS of taking devistons im
a democralie manmer, as longas the
bastgprinciple of consilEloe on an
ek b accoptedl. ‘H!E- st

domman’ Torm nhdeiimrrac}* In
l\:dau_ﬁ warld/ I'u’ie through
mitakves, We
“shall read mors iaboul that tn
m'ﬂ' i.h:; coppranly 1s

laking demoeratie decistons. All te
people,can sit together and lake
dectsfons directly, This I1s how
Gram Sabha should work in a

Village. Can you think of some other

demorratic ways of decision making?
ZSACTIVITY

Fina out e toal nurnbes of Sholbie volers 1 youl
gssembly consfitugncy and your garamantasy

‘consfuency. Find out how, many p=opis can fit

ntn he fargest stasim in yooearea Is pessible
Iwmmmmmnmmdﬂmmw
consiuengy tost fogetiver anafave 3
b et e
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Tius also means thal no country
is:a perfect democeacy. The fealiures
ol democracy that we discussed In
this chapter provide onily the
mitdlmum  condittens  of &
democracy. Thal does sl make 1
an ldeal democracy. Every
democracy has to v o realise e
ideals ol a democralic decislon-
making. This cannol be achileved
once and for all. This requlres a
conpstanl efforl 1o save @nd
strengthen democratic forms of
deciston-making. What we do as
cillzens can make @ dilference (o

Lhe weakness of democracy: Lthe [alwe
of the couniry dopends not juiest on
what the mlers do, bt malmnly on
what we, as citlizens, do

This 1s what distingulshed
democracy from other goveraomienits.
Other forms of government ke
muamarchy, dictalorstitp or one-party
rile do not requtre all clizens 1o
lake part it poliies, 16 fact most
non-democrallc  governments
would Hlee ciitzens ol to teke part
in politics. Bul democracy dopends
ant active political participatian by
all the elttzens. Thal 1s why a study

makiig our CountTy more or less

_ of democracy must ffgus on
democratic. This is the strength amd

democratic polliles, L »

Here 18 seme informalon about four -:::-:mfn& H“lﬁl‘l‘] un 1his
infornuation, how woull you classiiy each of HwﬂLthMIﬂ Wrile

‘demoeratice’, *lmllmﬂm'rﬂlﬂ"'u; THL ST H.g_u!nﬁ each of these,
a Country A People wito do not drﬁ:;]l fhal.‘ &nm[ ry's ollictal rellgion

exercises 1

do not fuive a righs 1 (=
b Country H: 1'11[&33;111 ;mrlgr has hl.i\h H.flum:]g{'im Uons for the last
Iwenty yrarse

¢ County C: Huhﬂgl;ﬁrw haas I;@l‘ Ig_l.ht- tast three eleciions.
d Cuuutry l:l. 'ﬁ‘lum'ls uuuulﬁwﬂq{-m clection commission.,

.

2 Herels r.ﬂgr lul’uﬁﬂulu}n abonl four countries. Based on’ s
miGrmation, how would you classtiy eaclt of Hese comniries. Wrile
‘l!qtnmﬁ'atlc ndemocratie’ or nol sure’ agatnst each of Hese.

& Country I Tho parliament cannol pass a law about the army
withonut -'Ihﬁ,rt!n:m@itt ol the Chief ol Army.

b Countrng: The parfament cannol pass a law reducing the powers
of the fudiclary.

¢ Conblry I The country’s leaders cannol sign any ireaty with

« anothor conniry without (aking permisston from {ts neighbouring

"y,
d Cuunlr? S: All the major econamc dectslons abowl (he conntry

& taken by offictals of U central bank which the mintsters cannot
N change.

Which ol these 1s not 4 good argument 1 favour of democracy? Why?
& Peapie feel free and egual in a democracy.

b Democractes resolve conflict in a betler way than others,

¢ Democralie povernmen! 8 mome aocounlable W e people,

d Democracies are more prosperons than others,

Witar 15 Dimocnacy? Wiy Desociacy? IE



Each of tiese slalements contains a democrate and an undemocratic

elemint, Write oul the two separately [or cach statement.

n Amintster sakd that some laws have to be passed by the parllament
m order to conform (o the regulations dectded by the World ‘Trade

Orgamisallon (WTO).
b The Election Commission ordered re-polling in a constiluency

where large-scale Tigging was reported.
¢ Wamen's representation n the parltament has barely reached 10

per cenl, This led women's organisations to demand one-thind seals

[or wormies

Whitch of these 1s not a valld reason for arguing that there s a lesser

posstbaiity of amine in a democmatic country?

a Cppostiton parties can draw altentlon (o himger and starvation

b Free pross can report suffering from Emine in differont pans of
e coumtry.

¢ Government fears s defleat in the next elections.

d People are froe to belleve 1n and practise any rellgon.

Thene jire 40 villages n a district where the government has matle

1o provision for drnkinig waler. These villagersinet and consideged
muty thethods of foreing the governitnent loaespond 1o et tieed:

Which ol these 1snot a democratic method? -

n Fillng a case i the cours clalming Ihatﬂaﬂ‘riﬂpaﬂ ﬂfﬂﬂlf‘tﬂ Eff*

b Baycotting the next eleciions fo gived message to all Parties;

¢ Orgamising publlc meetings agaipst W{pmr'm s policies; -

d Paying money to governmen| {:gfrlﬂlﬁ ley st 'HEI.II‘T N

Wrile a response to the I-'nilmgmg .m‘gunmuls Wt demeracy:

a Army 15 the most disetpithed! and cormupfion-free onsinisation in
the country. Therefore armyshonld e Yo fonntry.

b Rule ol the majonly means the mile ﬂ-ﬁquﬂi'ﬂnl pecple. What we:

need 1s the rale aflthe wise, evendl thev are tn small numbers.

¢ If we want religlons leaders (o mﬁ{' us i1 spiritual matters, why
not mvite them to gutde us TE'[‘K}HHEB as well The counlry should
b rabed by religions !-Ed.lli‘ﬁ..‘ )

Are the fllowing 5ldiﬂmﬂl]l5 in keeping with democracy #s a
value? Why? '
a Father lo liaughlur'i.r.hul want o husir vour gpinlan aboul your

marmiage. i bur ﬁamti}' chftdeen marry where the parents tell them
Lo, -.._

b Teacher (9 El‘;lHEnL Don't disturb my coticeniration by asking me:

questioms mthe classroom.
¢ Employee to the officer: Our working: hours must be redneed
according (o the law,

Considier the following fhots about 2 country aml dectde 1fyou would
call 1t & demecracy, Give rasons Lo support your dectsion,

Dlewocmare Poumcs



exercises

=

Al the oiizens of the country bave night to vote: Eleciions are leld

regubarly,

b The country took Ioan from infemalional agencles. One of the
coneitions for giving loan was Lhat the goveriment would redoee
Its expenses on education amd health.

¢ Peaple speak more than seven languages but education 15 avatiable
only 1n one language, the language spoken by 52 pervenl people
af that couniry.:

d Several organtsalions Bave given a call for peaceinl demonstrations
and naton wide sirikes 1 e country Lo oppose ese pollcles.
Government lias arrested these leaders.

& The governimeont owns e radio and wlevision o the country. All

the newspapers haye (o gol permission from the govermmend o

publish any news aboul govermment's policles and protests.

10 Inm 2004 4 report published in USA poinied o the iil_lﬂ'm'l.'.-.lll.jg
tnequalities tn that eountry. Inequalities tn tncome refledledyn the
partivtpatian of people in democracy. L also shaped {hete abiifiies to
mfnence the decistions laken by the gnwmmtﬁm. le report
htghiglited thal:

Il an average Blaok Gadlyearms § 100 ten, Iill_“'l,m:u'me ol sverage
White farnily is $ 162 AWle family has hﬁ.’lﬁ,l.lhma moreweallh
than the average mﬂﬂuamﬂy )

' ln a I'm&ldnn! s clection nearly 9 m};pf 1 ht[thrl:hmjs in femilies

mqir have wited., These people are the top
.#}'H: ol !llt‘p{ﬂ] a:[!l.m n terms oft ﬂmgmmmu On the otbyer land
only & pu outof 10 from famiiles with Income Jess than §
15,000 have yoled. They are e bollom 2006 of the population in
lerms.of thetr ficome.

« About 95% eontributien 10 1!1.1' polttical parties comes from Lhe
rich, Thi%gives thef Sppdrtunity Lo express tielr opiitons and

Toomicerns, which us*nul avallabte Lo mosL olllEms.
s AS poor SerloRs pan:: pate less o politics, the govermnent does
“naE Hsten (o thelr.concerns — coming ont of poverty. gelting |ob.
{'{hlr_‘ﬂﬂpl} m;i‘!ﬁj care and houstng for theme. Politictans hear mosi
mgulm’lj’riiltﬂ:li the concerms of business persans and the rich.

Wrile an essay on Pemocracy and Poverty’ usting the information

g!ﬂ‘nhl HLI.'.- repart, but using examples irom Indla.

Maost nﬂi.ﬁpnpr-m have an ediloral page. On thal page the newspaper
pt';@ts’tnﬂ s own opintons abool current affates. The paper also publishes
ﬂu ‘Wews of olher wrlters and tilelectimls and lellers wrilten by (e
Fmaﬂoﬂi Follow any one newspaper for one montin and collect editorials,
“articles and lotiers on that page that have anything to do with democracy.
“Classtiy these imio the following categories:
= Constititional and legal aspects of democracy
s Olizons’ Tichis
» Elecloral and party polities
»  Critinlsm of democracy

Witar 15 Dimocnacy? Wiy Desociacy? 17



